St. Peter’s

Church of England Primary School

Love Learn Shine

NEWSLETTER FRIDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

| am pleased to write with this week’s newsletter. This letter and previous versions can be
found in the letters section of our website. Thank you for making the time to read this
information each week as it is a key part of our communication with you. This letter and
previous versions can be found in the letters section of our website.

Latest News - Website News Feed
# A Busy Week of Learning, Community and Growth

Another busy, productive and, of course, enjoyable week at St Peter's.l have been working
closely with our governors to develop our new Parent Ambassador Strategy. We are
incredibly grateful to all the parents who have volunteered to support this exciting initiative.
The project will help celebrate our school, provide a welcoming point of contact for new
families, and support those settling into both our school and the local community. It is a
wonderful reflection of the caring nature of our school community and our commitment to
ensuring everyone feels welcomed and valued.

This week, we were also delighted to welcome Mrs Acheson from the Diocese, who has
been supporting staff with training focused on spirituality. As part of this important work, we
have been finalising our new spirituality poster, which will soon be displayed around school.
The poster will help children engage more actively with their spiritual development and
provide a shared language for exploring life's big questions, moments of awe and wonder,
and opportunities for reflection. Supporting the whole child through holistic development is
a key part of our vision, Love, Learn, Shine, and this work continues to strengthen our
commitment to nurturing every aspect of each child's growth and wellbeing.

| have also enjoyed spending time across classrooms, seeing learning in action. In Sparrows, |
enjoyed sharing some of our fascinating artefacts, including old maps and historic school
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logbooks, as part of their exploration of the history of our school building. You may have
spotted some local media coverage of this wonderful project. Don't worry if you missed it,
you can see it here.

It was also a pleasure to work with Year 4 and see children using some of our new tablet
devices to access TT Rock Stars seamlessly during their maths lessons. It was wonderful to
see technology complementing practical resources and written work so effectively, helping
children develop confidence and fluency in their learning.

Alongside the excellent learning taking place in classrooms, the children enjoyed the Wrens'
Autumn Walk and our whole-school Harvest Festival at St Peter's Church. Thank you for your
generosity with Harvest gifts and for your support of the service. These shared experiences
help strengthen our sense of community and remind us of the importance of gratitude,
kindness and service to others.

As always, it has been a pleasure seeing our children love, learn and shine throughout the
week

For all this and much more take a peek at the photos and stories that capture the energy and
enthusiasm of life at St Peter’s visit the News Section today.

Mr Griffiths

Headteacher
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Attendance Matters- Update & News

Supporting Successful Starts
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Being on time for school gives children the best possible start to the day. Arriving by 8:40am
for the start of the school day at 8:45am helps children settle into their classrooms, spend
time with friends and take part in valuable morning learning activities. Even a few minutes
late each day can add up over time and may mean children miss important opportunities to
develop confidence and build on their learning. At the same time, we know that mornings
do not always go to plan. Traffic, unexpected delays and the many demands of family life can
sometimes make punctuality a challenge. If this happens, please remember that it is always
better for children to arrive a little later than not at all. Every child will receive the same
warm St Peter’s welcome whenever they arrive, and we are always here to support families.
Thank you for working with us to help every child arrive ready to Love, Learn and Shine.

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER,
BUT BETTER NEVER LATE.

Being on time helps everyone shine from the start of school
of the school day.

When
you're ontime

When
you're late

School starts at 8:45 - let’s arrive by by 8:40!

LOVE - LEARN - SHINE St. Peter’s

Safeguarding, Welfare & Wellbeing

Safeguarding and Welfare will always be our very highest priority in helping us achieve our
vision of Love Learn Shine. We will use this section of the newsletter each week to keep

families up to date with a range of key safeguarding and welfare information.
Policy Update

We would like to inform parents that our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy for 2026-
2027 has been reviewed and updated in line with the latest national guidance and statutory
requirements. The revised policy ensures that our procedures continue to reflect current
best practice and provide the highest level of protection and support for all children.

The updated policy includes key changes to safeguarding processes, staff responsibilities,
reporting procedures and wider measures to help keep children safe both in school and
online. Safeguarding remains everyone's responsibility, and we are committed to
maintaining a culture where children feel safe, valued and heard.

The full updated Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy is now available on the Policies
page of the school website for parents to read.

The full updated Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy is now available on the Policies
page of the school website for parents to read.
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Child
Protection &
Safeguarding

October Online Safety Newsletter

This month’s online safety update highlights the growing use of Al companion apps by young
people. These services are designed to simulate friendship and conversation, but many are
intended for adults and may expose children to inappropriate content. Parents should be
aware that some Al tools can encourage emotional reliance and may not always provide safe
or accurate advice. Children should never share personal or confidential information with Al
services and should always speak to a trusted adult if something online causes concern.
Regular conversations about online activity remain one of the most effective ways to keep
children safe. Please take time to check age ratings, privacy settings and parental controls on
any devices your child use.

AT ST FETER 'S PRIMARY
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Awards
¥ This Week’s SHINE Award Winners Are...

¢ Early Years and Key Stage One

Wrens - Agnes & Penny



Kingfishers - Esme & Lydia

Sparrows - Esme & Hayley

¢ Year 3/4
Owls - Fraser & Stanley

Starlings - Jonathan & Scarlett

¢ Year 5/6

Herons - Hugo C & Summer
Ravens - Rafi & William

Eagles - Emily L & Tabitha

$'¢ Sharing Our Shine ¥y
Share Your Shine with Us

We love celebrating the amazing things our children and families achieve outside of school!
Whether it’s a sporting triumph, a creative project, a community event, or a personal
milestone, we want to hear all about it. This is your chance to share successes, achievements
and endeavours that make you proud. Our “Share Your Shine” section is dedicated to
showcasing these wonderful stories and inspiring others. If you would like to feature here,
please email us at admin@stpeters.ycst.co.uk with a short description and any photos you’d
like to include. Let’s celebrate the fantastic things happening beyond the classroom
together!

“The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has never put it out”
John 1.5

Diary Dates - All diary dates are now on the Arbor Parent Portal

The term dates for 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 are published on our website and can be
accessed here. Please check when planning any holidays or appointments. Please note
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school are expected to process statutory penalty notices for unauthorised absences of 5 or
more days.

Wednesday 7 October - External Adviser Visit - Visits to all classes
Tuesday 13 - Friday 16 October - Year 6 Residential Bewerley Park - Year 6

Tuesday 20 October & Thursday 22 October - Individual Parent Consultations for Early Years-
Families with children in Early Years

Tuesday 20 October 3.30-5pm - Open classroom 1-6- Families with children in years 1-6

Thursday 22 October 9am- Front Playground- Decorated Pumpkin Competition- All Year
Groups welcome to enter £1 entry fee

Thursday 22 October 3.15pm - School Closes for end of Autumn first half term - All Year
Groups

Friday 23 October - INSET Day - School closed - All Year Groups

October Half Term

Monday 2 November - School Starts for Second Half of Autumn Term - All Year Groups
Thursday 3 December- Advent Music Concert in St Paul's Church- Everyone Welcome
Saturday 5 December 1-3pm- FOSP Christmas Fair- St Peters School- Everyone Welcome

Monday 7 December 2pm- Nativity Dress Rehearsal- in St Pauls- EY&KS1 Performing - KS2
watching, space for any family members unable to come to either of the other 2
performances.

Tuesday 8 December 2pm- Nativity Afternoon Performance in St Pauls Church- EY&KS1
Performing- Family & Friends welcome

Wednesday 9 December 5pm- Nativity Evening Performance in St Pauls Church- EY&KS1
Performing- Family & Friends welcome

Thursday 17 December 9.30am - Christmas Service in St Peter’s Church- All Year Groups,
everyone welcome

Friday 18 December 1.30pm - Carols at the Alms Houses - All Year Groups, everyone
welcome

Friday 18 December 2.00pm - School closes for end of Autumn term - All Year Groups
Christmas Holiday
Monday 4 January - INSET Day - School closed - All Year Groups

Tuesday 5 January - School Opens for Spring Term - All Year Groups



General News & Key Messages
Coats Please

As we move further into autumn, a reminder that all children should bring a coat to school
every day. While the mornings can still be bright and sunny, the weather is becoming
increasingly changeable, with cooler temperatures and the possibility of showers throughout
the day.Whenever possible, children will continue to enjoy outdoor play and learning
opportunities, even when the weather is a little damp. Having a suitable coat in school helps
ensure that everyone can stay comfortable, warm and active during breaktimes, lunchtime
and outdoor activities.Please take a moment each morning to check that your child has their
coat with them before leaving for school. Thank you for your support in helping us keep
children prepared for the changing autumn weather
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Owl Class Request

As part of their Design and Technology learning over the next two weeks, the children in Owl
Class will be exploring pneumatics and creating their own moving models.

To support this exciting project, we would be very grateful for donations of clean plastic
bottles, empty washing-up liquid bottles and egg boxes. These recycled materials will help
the children design, build and test their creations while encouraging sustainability and
creative thinking.

Thank you to everyone who has already sent items into school. Your support is greatly
appreciated. If you have any of the requested materials at home, please send them into
school with your child over the coming days.

We are very grateful for your help in bringing this learning to life.
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Harvest Festival Thanks

A heartfelt thank you to all the parents, families and friends who joined us for our Harvest
Festival at St Peter’s Church. The service was beautifully led by our children, who shared
readings, prayers and songs with great confidence and reverence. We were incredibly proud
of the way they represented our school community.

We would also like to express our sincere gratitude for the many generous donations
received. Your kindness and support will make a real difference to the work of St Peter’s
Church Food Ministry and its Thursday Supermarket, helping local individuals and families
who may be facing hardship.

Thank you for supporting both the celebration and this important community mission. Your
generosity truly reflects the caring values at the heart of St Peter’s School.
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Sibling Survey

A huge thank you to everyone who has already completed our September 2027 Sibling
Survey. Your responses have been incredibly helpful and are greatly appreciated as we plan



for future admissions and ensure we can continue to meet the needs of our growing school
community.

This is our final call for any families with a younger child who is due to start school in
September 2027. If you have not yet completed the survey, we would be very grateful if you
could take a few moments to do so. Even if you are still considering your options, the
information you provide is valuable for our planning.

Thank you once again for your support and cooperation.

The survey can still be completed via the link below. % Sibling Survey Click Here
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Friends of St Peter's (FOSP) News

Community News

Climb Harrogate

Powered by My Expedition Rocks

et M 7+ years old
- 7 8" November 2026

10:00-13:00 CB £180.00 (6-week block)
= Klarna, Childcare Vouchers
¥ All equipment supplied

Live for Today
Climbing Centre, What's covered?

* Knot tying * Lead climbing
HG2 8QT  Belaying « Confidence

* Coaching * Teamwork

WWW.MYEXPEDITIONROCKS.COM 7 INFO@MYEXPEDITIONROCKS.COM



OCTOBER HOLIDAY
ROCK CLIMBING

Holiday climbing sessions are an ideal way for kids
to get out and enjoy the great outdoors at llkley.
The other option is climbing indoors and receive an
amazing introduction to such an awesome sport.
Activities include climbing, abseiling and weaselling.

An action packed day they'll remember.

Holiday Session - from £62.50 (7-17 years old)

likley Cow & Calf: 26", 28", 30" October 2027
Big Depot Leeds: 27""-29" October 2027

Childcare Vouchers accepted

Book online or contact us via email o G
 WWW.MYEXPEDITIONROCKS.COM INFO@MYEXPEDITIONROCKS.COM
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build confidence, develop essential

: ! life skilts, and have lots of fun along

ac the way. Whaether they're dipping
their toes in for the first time or

progressing Lo the next level, now
is a great time to dive in

Secure your place today and
make swimming part of your
Cundall Manor School, Helperby school-year routino!
Queen Mary’s, Topcliffe

Birdforth Hall, Thirsk

Robert Wilkinson Primary, Strensall
The Mount, Malton

Henshaws College, Harrogate
Ripon Grammar School

The Milner, York

The Crown, Boroughbridge

swimvincible

learn for lite®

01423 457000
littlefishiawaterbabies.co.uk
waterbables.co.uk
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Together brighter lives
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g displaytd l!\Ollf 1 of 3 fantastic prizes!

tive ideas
%l;eraa bnghter



Sporting Influence have now opened their bookings for Play2EmpowHER Bridging Academy
on Monday, 5-6pm at Rossett Acre Primary School. This is for girls and will be FREE of cost!
Parents can book this via the Sporting Influence website - www.sportinginfluence.com.

As places are limited, it is recommended you express your interest early to secure your

ST e W
% ALLNEW %
SATURDAY SESSION *- .

LRAFTY LLANAS
ARTS & CRAFTS

(% RELAXED AND WeLcomng cheatve] 4 ¢
[SESSION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 10-15!
| WITH SEND (NO DIAGNOSIS REQUIRED) |

EVERY SATURDAY

10-11AM /

ARTIZAN CREATIVE SPACE

OXFORD STREET, HARROGATE
> - (ABOVE THE ARTIZAN SHOP)

‘\ FULLY ACCESSIBLE & FREE TO ATTEND
= DROP IN - NO BOOKING REQUIRED
QUESTIONS? CALL 01423 509251

ARTIZAN

INTERNATIONAL

booking.
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Oakdale

Festive wreath making
workshop.

Join us for a relaxed morning of festive wreath making.

All profits go to the Oakdale Charitable Fund, helping to provide low-fee
counselling and psychotherapy for people in our community who might
otherwise be unable to access the support they need.

WHEN

Saturday 28 November
10am -12.30pm

WHERE

St Wilfrid's Church Hall
Duchy Rd, Harrogate

HG1 2EY

PRICE

£40 per wreath

Ages 16+, one person per wreath.
All materials provided.

Book your place.

Places are limited and booking is essential.

In aid of the Oakdale Charitable Fund

With thanks to Spofforth Golf Club, Harrogate Golf Club and Oakdale Golf Club for
their kind donations of foliage.

www.oakdalegroup.org
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Kink y Bools
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