
 

 

NEWSLETTER FRIDAY 26th JUNE 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am pleased to write with this week’s newsletter. This letter and previous versions can be 

found in the letters section of our website. Thank you for making the time to read this 

information each week as it is a key part of our communication with you. This letter and 

previous versions can be found in the letters section of our website.  

📸 Latest News  - Website News Feed 📸 

Your Insight into Life at St Peter’s Each Week 

What a fantastic week it has been at school. Despite the soaring temperatures, our children 

have shown incredible resilience, positivity and enthusiasm in everything they have done. 

We are so proud of how well everyone has managed in such a hot week and hope the 

sunshine continues, with just a little cooler breeze to keep us all comfortable. 

It was absolutely wonderful to welcome so many of you into school for our recent open 

classrooms. Seeing families sharing in the children’s work and celebrating their 

achievements from across the year was truly special. Moments like these remind us just how 

much progress has been made and how proud we are of every single child. 

This week has been packed with exciting learning and enriching experiences. Year 6 had a 

brilliant time at Crucial Crew, a long standing PSHE programme supported by a range of 

emergency services and organisations including Network Rail. The sessions brought 

important safety messages and life skills to life in a memorable and engaging way. 

Across school there has been so much to celebrate. Our new Worship Leaders have already 

begun to shine, showing maturity and thoughtfulness as they help guide collective worship, 

including a reflective session focused on respect and special places. Meanwhile, our Wrens 
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class found a wonderfully creative way to beat the heat by transforming their outdoor space 

into a calming summer spa, blending wellbeing, imagination and fun. 

We have also been delighted to share opportunities beyond the classroom, including the 

Summer Reading Challenge 2026, Read to the Beat, encouraging all our children to keep 

reading over the holidays, and our Funclub Summer programme which promises a season 

full of energy, friendship and discovery here at school.  

As always, thank you for your continued support. It has been a week full of smiles, pride and 

community spirit and we look forward to even more to come. 

For all this and much more take a peek at the photos and stories that capture the energy and 

enthusiasm of life at St Peter’s visit the News Section today. 

Mr Griffiths 

Headteacher 

 

Attendance Matters- Update & News 

Attendance Matters 

We know families have worked especially hard this week during the recent heat, and we are 

grateful for your efforts to support strong attendance. We also understand that children’s 

circumstances can vary and may change quickly. At St Peter’s, we take a flexible and 
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understanding approach, always aiming to make adjustments where needed to support the 

best attendance possible, even during the school day if required. 

When situations arise, please talk to us. By working together and understanding each 

family’s circumstances, we can find supportive solutions and help children return and settle 

back into school confidently. 

Thank you for keeping us informed and working in partnership with us. Every small step 

helps children feel supported, safe and ready to learn. 

 

Safeguarding, Welfare & Wellbeing  

Safeguarding and Welfare will always be our very highest priority in helping us achieve our 

vision of Love Learn Shine. We will use this section of the newsletter each week to keep 

families up to date with a range of key safeguarding and welfare information. 

World Cup Awareness 

As the World Cup gets underway,   many families will be enjoying the excitement of football 

together. However,   it is important to recognise that this period can also see an increase in   

domestic abuse incidents. This is not caused by football itself, but reflects   patterns of 

harmful behaviour that may become more visible at such times. You   might have already 

read about the link between domestic violence and England   World Cup games. It all stems 

from a study from Lancaster University that   uncovered some very uncomfortable statistics 

namely that when England lose a   World Cup game, incidents of domestic violence increase 

by 38% and (even more   shockingly) by 26% when they win. 

At St Peter’s, we are committed   to safeguarding children and supporting families. We are 

raising awareness so   that signs of domestic abuse in both adults and children can be 

recognised   early, and support accessed quickly. 

https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/St.-Peters-Vision-Poster-2.pdf


If you, or someone you know, needs help, local and national services are available. Together, 

we can create a community where children feel safe, supported, and heard. 

 

Safety Drills Big Thanks You  

We are pleased to let you know   that our recent fire and lockdown drills have been 

successfully completed.   The children approached both activities with impressive maturity, 

calmness   and care, following instructions carefully and supporting one another throughout.   

Staff took time to explain each step clearly beforehand, ensuring children   felt reassured 

and confident about what to expect. 

These drills are an important   part of school life, helping to ensure everyone knows how to 

stay safe in an   emergency. We are very proud of how well the children coped and how   

responsibly they carried out each routine. 

Thank you to parents and families for your ongoing support in reinforcing the importance of 

these procedures with your children. 

 

Awards 

     This Week’s SHINE Award Winners Are…  

  Early Years and Key Stage One 

Wrens - Lola & Nehir 
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Kingfishers - Max & Olivia T 

Sparrows - Dioni & Elias 

  Year 3/4 

Owls - Harry & Sylvia 

Starlings - Rosie & Tabitha 

  Year 5/6 

Herons - Ralphie & Zoe 

Ravens - Robbie & Will  

Eagles - Mia & Paige 

⭐Sharing Our Shine⭐ 

Share Your Shine with Us 

We love celebrating the amazing things our children and families achieve outside of school! 

Whether it’s a sporting triumph, a creative project, a community event, or a personal 

milestone, we want to hear all about it. This is your chance to share successes, achievements 

and endeavours that make you proud. Our “Share Your Shine” section is dedicated to 

showcasing these wonderful stories and inspiring others. If you would like to feature here, 

please email us at admin@stpeters.ycst.co.uk with a short description and any photos you’d 

like to include. Let’s celebrate the fantastic things happening beyond the classroom 

together! 

 

Nehir Balcı has been attending ballet classes regularly for the past two years without missing 

any sessions. During this time, she has participated in two group performances, which made 

us very proud and happy. 

Recently, she took her ballet examinations and successfully passed them. We wanted to 

share this happy news with you and keep you informed of her achievement. 



 

 



 

Sophie Anderson (Eagles)  

As part of Harrogate Music Centre, she got to join and play with Harrogate Symphony 

Orchestra at their Summer Concert in the Royal Hall on Saturday night. She played her flute 

and sang in front of 500 people along with her sister Jess (now at St Aidans) who played the 

violin. 

Sophie says: "It was so much fun getting to play with such a big orchestra. It really inspired 

me."  

Here are some photos, a link to HMCs website and a link to 2 videos if you wanted to include 

them in this week's newsletter.  

https://harrogatemusiccentre.org.uk/2026/06/24/hmc-at-royal-hall-joint-concert-with-hso/ 

https://harrogatemusiccentre.org.uk/2026/06/24/hmc-at-royal-hall-joint-concert-with-hso/


 

 



 

Diary Dates  - All diary dates are now on the Arbor Parent Portal 

The term dates for 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 are published on our website and can be 

accessed here.  Please check when planning any holidays or appointments. Please note 

school are expected to process statutory penalty notices for unauthorised absences of 5 or 

more days.  

May Half Term 

• Saturday 27 June 1.00pm – 3.00pm - FOSP Summer Fare- All families and friends 

welcome 

• Week Commencing Monday 29th June- Year 1-5 NTS Assessment Week 

• Monday 29th June- 6.00pm- St Paul's Church- Year 6 Production Performance- All 

families welcome 

• Tuesday 30th June- 6.00pm- St Paul's Church- Year 6 Production Performance- All 

families welcome 

https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/school-information/school-day/


• Wednesday 1 July - King James's School Transition day  - Year 6 

• Thursday 2 July  - Year 2 Saltburn Trip  

• Tuesday 7 July   - St Aidan’s High School Transition Day  - Year 6 children going to St 

Aidan’s in September  

• Tuesday 7 July - St Peters Transition Morning 9am-12pm- All children go to new 

classes. 

• Tuesday 7 July  & Wednesday 8 July   - Harrogate High Transition Days  - Year 6 

children going to Harrogate High 

• Wednesday 8 July  & Thursday 9 July  - Rossett High Transition Days - Year 6 children 

going to Rossett High  

• Tuesday 7 – Thursday 9 July - Harrogate Grammar School Transition Days - Year 6 

children moving to HGS  

• Friday 10 July  - End of Year reports to parents via Arbor 

• Thursday 16 July- Year 6 Pizza & Ice Cream- Year 6 Children  

• Thursday 16 July 6-8pm- FOSP End of Year Disco- All Welcome 

• Friday 17 July 9.30am St Peter’s Church - Year 6 Leavers Service - All classes and 

families welcome  

• Friday 17 July 2.00pm  - School Closes for end of Term  

Summer Holiday 

General News & Key Messages 

Assessment Week 

Next week, children in Years 1–5 will take part in our assessment week. These will be 

standardised assessments in reading and maths, completed in their usual classrooms with 

their class teachers. The aim is to support our ongoing cycle of assessment and teaching, 

helping to confirm teacher judgements and inform future learning priorities. The outcomes 

also contribute to the information we share with parents in end-of-year reports. 

We will reassure children in school that they simply need to try their best there is no need to 

worry. These assessments are about celebrating what children have learned and identifying 

how we can best support them moving forward. Please continue this positive message at 

home. 



 

Open Classrooms 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Open Classrooms this week. It was wonderful to 

see so many families in school, sharing in the children’s learning and celebrating their 

achievements. We are especially grateful for your support and enthusiasm, particularly in 

the very hot weather. We hope you found the event helpful and that it provided a valuable 

opportunity to engage with your child’s work, look through books and enjoy the classroom 

environment together. It was lovely to see the pride the children took in sharing their 

learning. End of year reports will be shared towards the end of term via Arbor and will be 

published on Friday 10 July. 

 

Year 6 Fundraising for Artizan 

This half term, Year 6 have been working with Artizan, the charity leading our school mosaic 

project. To say thank you and give something back to the charity, we held a pop-up shop 

today to raise money for this wonderful cause. Thank you to everyone who supported us! 

Some children had forgotten their money today, so we still have a selection of handmade 

items available. These will now be on sale at the Summer Fair tomorrow. 

     Prices: 

Cards – 50p 

Bead bracelets – £1 

Loom band bracelets and other loom band products – 50p 



All proceeds will be donated to Artizan to help support their amazing work with people with 

disabilities. 

The children have worked incredibly hard as young entrepreneurs, creating a range of 

handmade crafts to sell in support of this fantastic cause. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us raise money for Artizan! 

 



 

 

Caretaker Vacancy 

We are pleased to share an exciting opportunity within our school community. Yorkshire 

Causeway Schools Trust is seeking a reliable, proactive caretaker to support safe, secure and 

well-maintained environments across local primary schools, including St Peter’s. The role is 



part-time, term-time only, with flexible hours mainly in the mornings and additional 

opportunities during holidays. Responsibilities include site security, maintenance, health and 

safety checks, and general upkeep to ensure children learn in a high-quality environment. 

Full training and support are provided. Full details can be found here. We would greatly 

appreciate you sharing this opportunity within your networks to help us find the right 

person. Thank you for helping spread the word and supporting our school community. 

 

Friends of St Peter's (FOSP) News 

Summer Fair 

Our FOSP Summer Fair takes place this Saturday from 1–3pm, and we hope to see many of 

you there for what is always a lovely community event. There will be a range of activities for 

children and families to enjoy, and it is a wonderful opportunity to come together as a 

school community. A huge thank you to everyone who has already volunteered to help make 

the event such a success. We are always grateful for any additional support  even if you can 

spare just 30 minutes on the day, it really does make a difference. Please speak to Mr 

Griffiths or Mrs Pywell if you are able to help in any way. 

https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/school-information/vacancies/


 

Community News 

 



 

 

Crafty Llamas Club 



We are pleased to share details of Crafty Llamas, a welcoming creative arts and crafts 

session designed especially for children with SEND. This is a free, drop‑in session running 

every Monday during term time, 4–5pm, at Artizan Café. The sessions are aimed at children 

aged 10–15 and provide a relaxed, supportive environment where children can explore 

creativity, build confidence and enjoy making alongside others. Activities are carefully 

planned to be inclusive and enjoyable, with no pressure to produce a finished piece. Parents 

are welcome to attend with their children if this helps them feel comfortable. If you have any 

questions or would like more information, you can contact the organisers directly by 

emailing creativelead@artizaninternational.org. This is a lovely opportunity for children to 

express themselves creatively and connect with others in a safe, friendly setting 

 

Smartphone‑Free Start 

We’re sharing a local opportunity for Year 6 families as children prepare for the move to 

secondary school. Smartphone Free Childhood Harrogate and Børn of the Forest are hosting 

a Starting Secondary Smartphone‑Free session on Saturday 27 June, 12:00–3:00pm at Børn 

of the Forest. 

Children can enjoy outdoor activities and meet others starting secondary school without 

smartphones, while parents and carers connect with the Smartphone Free Childhood 

Harrogate team to share practical ideas and experiences. The session is designed to be 

welcoming and supportive, whether families are confident about delaying smartphones or 

simply exploring options. 

Booking and full details are available at: 

https://bookwhen.com/bornoftheforestchildcare/e/ev-sas96-20260627120000  

https://bookwhen.com/bornoftheforestchildcare/e/ev-sas96-20260627120000


Additional information is on the attached poster. You can also find out more about 

Smartphone Free Childhood and the free SFC Schools Network online. 

 

Founded in February 2024 after one WhatsApp group went viral, Smartphone Free 

Childhood is now a community of over 350,000 parents working together to stand up for 

healthier, happier childhoods. 

We’ve made it our mission to provide solidarity, support and solutions to parents who are 

struggling with what’s become one of the defining parenting challenges of our time. 

And we’re using the voice of our community to push for more support from the government 

in the battle to reclaim childhood from Big Tech's addictive algorithms 

Access resources for families here. Sign the pact here.    

 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/about-us/our-mission
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/about-us/our-mission
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/parent-pact
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