St. Peter’s

Church of England Primary School

Love Learn Shine

NEWSLETTER FRIDAY 19th JUNE 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

| am pleased to write with this week’s newsletter. This letter and previous versions can be
found in the letters section of our website. Thank you for making the time to read this
information each week as it is a key part of our communication with you. This letter and
previous versions can be found in the letters section of our website.

EF Latest News - Website News Feed K3
Your Insight into Life at St Peter’s Each Week

What a truly fantastic week it has been in school, filled with energy, creativity, reflection and
community spirit.

A key moment at the end of the week saw our Year 6 team welcoming writing moderators
into school. This important part of our assessment process reflects our ongoing commitment
to ensuring that our judgements are accurate, robust and consistent. It was a valuable and
professionally enriching day, with staff working collaboratively to moderate writing, share
expertise and learn from colleagues beyond our school. We are incredibly proud of both the
high standard of writing produced by our pupils and the dedication of our staff in continually
striving for excellence.

Earlier in the week, our governing body met on Monday for what was, as always, a highly
productive and purposeful discussion. Governors play a vital role in the strategic life of the
school, and this meeting focused on shaping priorities for 2026 to 2027, as well as reflecting
on how they can continue to support effective monitoring and evaluation across the school.
We were also pleased to be joined by our Trust’s Chief Operating Officer, whose insights and
contributions added further depth to the conversation. We are very grateful for the time,
challenge and support our governors provide in helping to ensure the very best for our
children.


https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/letters/
https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/letters/

Across the school, there has been so much to celebrate. We were proud to support
Drowning Prevention Week, led by the Royal Life Saving Society, helping children understand
how to stay safe around water, an essential life skill, particularly as we move into the
summer months.

Our Sports Day on The Stray was another standout moment. Despite a slightly drizzly start,
the day quickly brightened, just like the spirit of our children. It was wonderful to see such
enthusiasm, determination and teamwork on display, with every child given the opportunity
to shine.

Creativity has also been flourishing in our classrooms. Year 2 children have been inspired by
The BFG to create a beautiful collaborative mural celebrating life at St Peter’s, truly capturing
the imagination and joy of learning. Meanwhile, Year 5 have been exploring Holst’s The
Planets, expressing their musical understanding through thoughtful and artistic responses,
while children in Herons have been combining science and design to bring electrical circuits
to life in innovative ways.

Beyond the classroom, our Climate Crew enjoyed an inspiring visit to RHS Harlow Carr,
deepening their understanding of sustainability and wellbeing. We are equally proud of the
21 children taking part in the Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award, demonstrating leadership,
compassion and a real desire to make a positive difference in the world. And of course, we
must celebrate our incredible team of parents whose efforts in the Harrogate Bed Race
embodied teamwork, determination and community spirit, values we hold dearly here at St
Peter’s.

All of this reflects what makes our school so special, a vibrant community where children are
encouraged to dream big, work hard and care deeply.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

For all this and much more take a peek at the photos and stories that capture the energy and
enthusiasm of life at St Peter’s visit the News Section today.

Mr Griffiths


https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/news/

@ St Peter’s q

SUMMER TERM
Q NEWS SPOTLIGHT

BREAKING NEWS

LOVE « LEARN « SHINE

Visit our News Hub
“The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it."

n \ {John 1:5)

Attendance Matters- Update & News
Attendance Matters

We know that everyone works hard to support children to attend well. We also understand
there are many reasons why children may not be in school some of which can be complex.
When this happens, we are always here to help offering support, understanding and
guidance, including helping children re-integrate when they return.

Strong attendance is best achieved when we work together, so please keep us updated. This
might be giving advance notice of absence, ringing or emailing promptly on the day, or
engaging with us when we reach out.

You can also keep track of your child’s attendance using the Arbor app. Every small action
helps ensure children feel supported and ready to learn.



Safeguarding, Welfare & Wellbeing

Safeguarding and Welfare will always be our very highest priority in helping us achieve our
vision of Love Learn Shine. We will use this section of the newsletter each week to keep

families up to date with a range of key safeguarding and welfare information.
Drowning Prevention Week

This week, St Peter’s has supported Drowning Prevention Week, with children across school
learning vital, age-appropriate water safety guidance. Key messages included swimming in
supervised areas, following safety signs, understanding open water risks such as cold
temperatures and currents, knowing what to do in an emergency, using the “Float to Live”
technique, and never attempting a rescue themselves but seeking adult help.

In Herons class, children applied this learning in swimming lessons, including swimming in
clothes to simulate an accidental fall into water and practising rescue techniques under
expert supervision.

Please talk to your children about water safety this week:
e Supervise closely around water

* Use appropriate safety equipment

e Stay with friends and inform adults

¢ Follow lifeguard guidance

Together, we can keep all children safe.


https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/St.-Peters-Vision-Poster-2.pdf
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Safety Drills

Due to unforeseen circumstances, our planned safety drills have been rescheduled and will
now take place on Monday 22 June. As part of our systematic approach to health and
safety, children will take part in both fire and lockdown drills. They will be carefully briefed
beforehand, reassured, and supported throughout by familiar adults.

During the fire evacuation drill, children will practise our legally required procedures,
moving calmly to designated assembly points. During the lockdown drill, children will
return to classrooms, secure windows and blinds, and wait quietly for the ‘all clear’.

Each drill will last around ten minutes. Children typically manage these routines with
maturity, and staff will closely monitor wellbeing at all times.

Drills & Procedures

Awards

%> This Week’s SHINE Award Winners Are...



57 Early Years and Key Stage One
Wrens - Harvey & Rocco
Kingfishers - Alessandro & Monty
Sparrows - Augustin & Kayleigh
% Year 3/4

Owls - Morgan & Wilf

Starlings - George R & Parvi

¥ Year 5/6

Herons - Bea & Liliana

Ravens - Flora & Freya

Eagles - Ibbie & Sophie

s’ Sharing Our Shine
Share Your Shine with Us

We love celebrating the amazing t
Whether it’s a sporting triumph, a

milestone, we want to hear all about it. This is your chance to share successes, achievements
and endeavours that make you proud. Our “Share Your Shine” section is dedicated to
showcasing these wonderful stories and inspiring others. If you would like to feature here,
please email us at admin@stpeters.ycst.co.uk with a short description and any photos you’d
like to include. Let’s celebrate the fantastic things happening beyond the classroom

together!

and

hings our children and families achieve outside of school!
creative project, a community event, or a personal

“The light shines in the darkness
the darkness has never put it out "
John 1.5



Diary Dates - All diary dates are now on the Arbor Parent Portal

The term dates for 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 are published on our website and can be
accessed here. Please check when planning any holidays or appointments. Please note

school are expected to process statutory penalty notices for unauthorised absences of 5 or

more days.

May Half Term

Thursday 25 June - UPDATED DATE - Year 6 Crucial Crew- Year 6 Children

Thursday 25 June 3.30pm — 5.00pm - Open classrooms event - All classes, all
welcome!

Friday 26 June - Year 6 Crucial Crew

Saturday 27 June 1.00pm — 3.00pm - FOSP Summer Fare- All families and friends
welcome

Week Commencing Monday 29th June- Year 1-5 NTS Assessment Week

Monday 29th June- 6.00pm- St Paul's Church- Year 6 Production Performance- All
families welcome

Tuesday 30th June- 6.00pm- St Paul's Church- Year 6 Production Performance- All
families welcome

Wednesday 1 July 9.15am — The Stray - Reserve Day for - Whole School Sports Day-
All classes, families welcome.

Wednesday 1 July - King James's School Transition day - Year 6
Thursday 2 July - Year 2 Saltburn Trip

Tuesday 7 July - St Aidan’s High School Transition Day - Year 6 children going to St
Aidan’s in September

Tuesday 7 July - St Peters Transition Morning 9am-12pm- All children go to new
classes.

Tuesday 7 July & Wednesday 8 July - Harrogate High Transition Days - Year 6
children going to Harrogate High

Wednesday 8 July & Thursday 9 July - Rossett High Transition Days - Year 6 children
going to Rossett High

Tuesday 7 — Thursday 9 July - Harrogate Grammar School Transition Days - Year 6
children moving to HGS

Friday 10 July - End of Year reports to parents via Arbor


https://stpeters.ycst.co.uk/school-information/school-day/

e Thursday 16 July- Year 6 Pizza & Ice Cream- Year 6 Children
e Thursday 16 July 6-8pm- FOSP End of Year Disco- All Welcome

e Friday 17 July 9.30am St Peter’s Church - Year 6 Leavers Service - All classes and
families welcome

e Friday 17 July 2.00pm - School Closes for end of Term

Summer Holiday

General News & Key Messages
Big Future Survey

Parents and carers are invited to support children at St Peter’s School to take part in The Big
Future, a national survey led by the Children’s Commissioner for England. The survey gives
children and young people aged 0—18 a chance to share what they enjoy, the challenges they
face, and their hopes for the future. Children’s views will be kept private, and there are no
right or wrong answers. Taking part helps ensure that children’s voices from our community
are heard by Government and reflected in future decisions. We encourage families to talk
with children about the survey and support them to take part if they wish. Children can
complete the survey online by clicking here.

Open Classrooms

We are delighted to invite families to our Open Classrooms this coming Tuesday from
3.30pm to 5.00pm. This is a wonderful opportunity to come into school with your children
and see the work they have completed this year. You will be able to look through books,
view displays and celebrate progress together. Class teachers will be available for informal
conversations and to answer any quick questions you may have. This is a relaxed drop-in
event, so please feel free to arrive at any time between 3.30pm and 5.00pm. Everyone is
very welcome and we look forward to sharing this special time with you and your children.
We hope as many families as possible can join us.


https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/

Free School Meals

We are sharing an important update about Free School Meals (FSM) and upcoming national
changes that will take effect from September 2026. These changes may mean that more
children are entitled to a free, nutritious school lunch each day.Under the new arrangements,
all families in receipt of Universal Credit will be eligible for free school meals, with two
categories in place: Targeted FSM (which also brings additional funding and wider benefits
for children) and Expanded FSM (meals only).Although applications cannot be made yet,
families will still need to apply to ensure children are correctly recorded, unless they are
already registered. Transitional protections will end in July 2026, and eligibility will be
reviewed annually each September.Please read the full letter accompanying this newsletter
for detailed information, eligibility criteria and application guidance.

Free School Meal
Applications

@ Artizan Enterprise Pop-Up Shop — Don’t Miss It! @This half term, Year 6 are working
with Artizan, a charity that is leading our school mosaic project. To say thank you and give
something back, we are holding a pop-up shop to raise money for Artizan.The children have
been busy acting as young entrepreneurs, creating a range of handmade crafts to sell in
support of this fantastic cause.ﬁ Pop-Up Shop Details:

f Playground shelter
[] Thursday 25th June & Friday 26th June

Y 12:10pm — 12:30pm & What'’s for sale?



e Cards—-£1
e Bracelets—£1
e 50p box with a selection of items

All year groups are welcome to buy products! Please remind your child to bring some
money into school so they can purchase a special handmade gift next week.Thank you for
your support in helping us raise money for Artizan!




Friends of St Peter's (FOSP) News

FOSP are delighted to invite all families, friends and members of our school community to
our Summer Fair on Saturday 27th June 1-3pm. Join us for an afternoon of fun, games,

refreshments and exciting activities.

We look forward to see you all there!
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READ:BEAT

Read to the Beat is the name of the 2026 Summer Reading Challenge
- the UK's biggest reading for fun scheme for 4 - 11-year-olds

Children sign up at their local library to start the challenge,
which is to read six books over the summer break.

Reading or listening to books with grown ups or siblings also
counts towards completing the challenge.

Lots of fun and often FREE tie-in events running across libraries.
Scan the QR code for details of what's happening in your patch

Crafty Llamas Club

We are pleased to share details of Crafty Llamas, a welcoming creative arts and crafts
session designed especially for children with SEND. This is a free, drop-in session running
every Monday during term time, 4-5pm, at Artizan Café. The sessions are aimed at children
aged 10-15 and provide a relaxed, supportive environment where children can explore
creativity, build confidence and enjoy making alongside others. Activities are carefully
planned to be inclusive and enjoyable, with no pressure to produce a finished piece. Parents
are welcome to attend with their children if this helps them feel comfortable. If you have any
questions or would like more information, you can contact the organisers directly by
emailing creativelead@artizaninternational.org. This is a lovely opportunity for children to
express themselves creatively and connect with others in a safe, friendly setting
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/
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-
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CREATIVELEAD@ARTIZANINTERNATIONAL ORG

Smartphone-Free Start

We're sharing a local opportunity for Year 6 families as children prepare for the move to
secondary school. Smartphone Free Childhood Harrogate and Bgrn of the Forest are hosting
a Starting Secondary Smartphone-Free session on Saturday 27 June, 12:00-3:00pm at Bgrn
of the Forest.

Children can enjoy outdoor activities and meet others starting secondary school without
smartphones, while parents and carers connect with the Smartphone Free Childhood
Harrogate team to share practical ideas and experiences. The session is designed to be
welcoming and supportive, whether families are confident about delaying smartphones or
simply exploring options.

Booking and full details are available at:

https://bookwhen.com/bornoftheforestchildcare/e/ev-sas96-20260627120000

Additional information is on the attached poster. You can also find out more about
Smartphone Free Childhood and the free SFC Schools Network online.


https://bookwhen.com/bornoftheforestchildcare/e/ev-sas96-20260627120000
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Founded in February 2024 after one WhatsApp group went viral, Smartphone Free
Childhood is now a community of over 350,000 parents working together to stand up for
healthier, happier childhoods.

We’ve made it our mission to provide solidarity, support and solutions to parents who are
struggling with what’s become one of the defining parenting challenges of our time.

And we’re using the voice of our community to push for more support from the government
in the battle to reclaim childhood from Big Tech's addictive algorithms

Access resources for families here. Sign the pact here.

How should I talk to my child about
smartphones? Tips for parents at
every stage


https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/about-us/our-mission
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/about-us/our-mission
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/parent-pact

Dance, Musical Theatre
and Acro Classes in
Harrogate

St Marks Church, Leeds

Road, Harrogate, HG2
8AY

@laperformanceacademy

07827436968 o
Scan the QR code or visit

our socials to book your 2

n LAPerformanceAcademy week trial
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Swim strong
and stayt?af e
Swimvincible

children aged 4 + bullding water confidence and
teaching independent swimming - skills for life!

Classes for Children Age 4 - 12 years

Emall: littlefish awaterbabies.co.uk
Socials: Find us on Facebook & Instagram
Tol: 01423 457 000

swimvincible

Weekly lessons

Small class sizes

Experienced teachers

Fun structured approach

Learn core aquatic skills, water

safety and swimming strokes

Take part in exciting activities
water polo, ]

and artistic swimming




Astvo Novma é the Cosmic Piane

Saturday 11 July,
10.30am & 12 noon
| Ripon Library

Blast off on a madcap, musical
quest to find Grandpa’s lost star.
But beware! The sneaky Silencer
is hot on her trail, ready to silence
the tunes!

Packed with awesome aliens, rib-tickling robots and
interplanetary puppets, this joyful space odyssey will
have you reaching for the stars...

Running time approx 45 mins

{

Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 July,
10am-4pm

Afull weekend of free family entertainment in

the heart of Ripon - theatre, music, dance, street
performance, joining-in fun and plenty of surprises
along the way.

On Saturday walkabout acts, crazy characters, circus
and clowning bring the streets to life. Sunday’s family
fun is focused on Ripon Spa Gardens with open-

air theatre, puppet shows, Punch & Judy and craft
activities.

Full details and schedules now available. Age guide 3-100

www.ripontheatrefestival.org

o | 0%, | Supportedusing pubicfunding by Ripon Theatre Festival is managed
% 2 Z| ARTS COUNCIL byThe RiponCity FestivalTrust, a
T registered charity number 514981

LOTTERY FUNDED ENGLAND 2 Y,

THELITTLEGCYM CAMPS

FOR CHILDREN AGED 3-12 YEARS
Our Summer Camps run: 20th July - 3' Sept

Scan below to learn more or contact: 01423 701560
harrogate@thelittlegym.co.uk
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H Welcome to your Her Time To Play Hub, an
Har Tlme Tn plav exclusive space for girls tolearn, play, and grow
through basketball. Each session brings together

skills, confidence building, and a supportive
community where everyone belongs.

ONGOURT

Build skills, boost confidence,
and enjoy the game.

00O (:, O oo
BELONGING N BASKETBALL'SESSION

Find your voice, build confidence,
and set goals that matter to you.
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™ Sunday 5™ July | 9am - 12pm

@ Leeds Beckett University,
Headingley Campus,
Church Wood Av, Leeds LS6 3QQ

REGISTER HERE
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