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Book Wishlist  
 

 Title  Author  Synopsis  Age  

 

Nabil Steals a 

Penguin  

Nishani Reed 

 & Junissa Bianda 

 

Nabil Steals A Penguin is an 

absolute hoot for infant 

classes. With rhyming text 

and lots of action, the story 

of how Pierre the Penguin 

falls in love with curry and 

steals away in Nabil’s 

rucksack in the hope of a 

lifetime of delicious food 

(definitely NO FISH!) will 

have your little ones 

giggling (and also hungry). 

Nabil’s family is warm and 

welcoming when Mum 

finally discovers Pierre in the 

bath, and they feed up 

their visitor with joy. 

. 

EYFS 

 

My Hair  Hannah Lee 

 & Allen Fatimaharan 

 

Joyous and vibrant, this 

captures perfectly the 

excitement of getting 

ready for a celebration, as 

well as showcasing a 

dazzling array of intricate 

hairstyles.This is a glorious 

debut from an exciting new 

partnership who both 

emerged from the FAB Prize 

for undiscovered BAME 

writers and illustrators. 

EYFS 

 

Not Now, 

Noor! 

Farhana Islam 

 & Nabila Adani 

 

Noor loves her mum, and 

all the other hijabi women 

in her family, but wonders 

why do they wear 

headscarves? Is it so they 

can hide snacks for later? 

Or because they're a super 

spy and hiding their secret 

identity?Full of curiousity, 

Noor sets out to find her 

answer, but her family are 

all busy and have no time 

EYFS 
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to answer this important 

question. Just as Noor is 

ready to give up on her 

quest, her Ammu arrives 

home and knows just the 

thing to say.This heart-

warming yet funny tale is a 

celebration of Muslim 

women, curious children, 

and family love. 

 

This Is Me George Webster 

 & Tim Budgen 

 

A hugely uplifting and full-

of-heart picture book by 

CBeebies sensation George 

Webster and bestselling 

illustrator Tim Budgen!Meet 

George and his friends!This 

is me. I am George. My 

eyes are sparkly, just like my 

mum.Like my dad, I'm 

determined and brave, 

and like my sister, I'm full of 

FUN!This is Me celebrates 

our differences and is 

perfect for every child and 

every family. It's a beautiful, 

heartfelt and positive story, 

with illustrations that are 

guaranteed to make you 

smile.This is Me will bring out 

the glow in everyone!Our 

differences make us 

special. We don't all have 

to be the same.Imagine 

how boring the world 

would be if everyone had 

the same name 

EYFS 

 

Spreading My 

Wings  

Nadiya Hussain 

 & Ella Bailey 

 

A touching story about 

being proud of who we are 

and embracing our 

differences, written by TV 

star Nadiya Hussain. I am a 

boy, and this is Rayf, my 

bird. Rayf is my friend. On 

his first day of holiday 

camp, a little boy arrives 

with his bird best friend 

perched proudly on his 

shoulder, but he soon 

discovers that he is different 

from everyone else - no 

one else has a bird. He 

EYFS 



 
 

 
LOVE LEARN SHINE 

Shine in the light and love of God. 

  

hides Rayf away to try and 

fit in but it's hard to pretend 

to be someone else for 

long 

 

Eyes That 

Speak to The 

Stars 

Joanna Ho 

 & Dung Ho 

 

A young Asian boy notices 

that his eyes look different 

from his peers' after seeing 

his friend's drawing of them. 

After talking to his father, 

the boy realizes that his 

eyes rise to the skies and 

speak to the stars, shine like 

sunlit rays, and glimpse trails 

of light from those who 

came before-in fact, his 

eyes are like his father's, his 

agong's, and his little 

brother's, and they are 

visionary. Inspired by the 

men in his family, he 

recognizes his own power 

and strength from within. 

This extraordinary picture 

book redefines what it 

means to be truly you. 

EYFS 

 

Hats of Faith  Medeia Cohan-

Petrolino 

 & Sarah Walsh 

 

This book is a beautifully 

illustrated introduction to 

the shared custom of head 

covering. Using accurate 

terminology and brightly 

coloured imagery, Hats of 

Faith helps educate and 

prepare young children for 

our culturally diverse 

modern world. 

Encouraging an early and 

open dialogue between 

parents and children 

EYFS 

 

Shu Lin’s 

Grandpa 

Matt Goodfellow 

 & Yu Rong 

 

Shu Lin’s Grandpa is 

perfect for use with a new 

starter to your class, 

particularly if they speak 

English as an additional 

language. It would also be 

a great story to support 

work on empathy and 

inclusion, whether or not 

there is a new starter at 

school. The artwork in the 

book is fitted carefully 

EYFS 
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around the text and brings 

it to life – the star piece 

being a beautiful double-

gatefold picture by 

grandpa. The illustration 

provides a good 

opportunity to look at this 

style of oriental art and 

have a go in school, as well 

as a chance to discuss 

celebrating difference, 

sharing heritage and 

welcoming others… 

 

The Best Diwali 

Ever 

Sonali Shah 

 & Chaaya Prabhat 

 

Peek into the magic of 

Diwali in this heart-warming 

picture book about Diwali, 

siblings and how very 

special this celebration can 

be. This year, Ariana has 

plans to make Diwali an 

extra special celebration, 

with yummy sweets, divas 

around the house, pretty 

clothes, fireworks and... the 

rangoli competition, of 

course. 

EYFS 

 

Golden 

Domes and 

Silver Lanterns 

Hena Khan 

 & Mehrdokht Amini 

 

With breathtaking 

illustrations and informative 

text, Golden Domes and 

Silver Lanterns 

magnificently captures the 

world of Islam, celebrating 

its beauty and traditions for 

even the youngest readers. 

From a red prayer rug to a 

blue hijab, readers will learn 

about a different color of 

the Muslim world on each 

spread with a young Muslim 

girl and her family as a 

guide 

EYFS 

 

Amazing Steve Antony A little boy and his pet 

dragon are the very best of 

friends. They laugh, they 

sing, they dance, they 

snooze. They are both 

amazing - just like everyone 

else! A celebration of 

friendship and being 

yourself with a positive 

EYFS 
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message about 

celebrating diversity. The 

perfect platform to start 

conversations about the 

importance of 

understanding and 

acceptance. 

 

 

 

 

What 

Happened to 

You? 

 

James Catchpole 

 & Karen George 

 

What Happened to You? is 

a pioneering picturebook 

addressing how a child 

might want to be spoken to 

about a visable disability. 

The author, James 

Catchpole, like the main 

character Joe, has one leg, 

and uses the story to help 

readers to understand 

what it might feel like to be 

seen as different. The 

spotlight is given to the 

main character Joe, who 

gently explains his 

viewpoint about always 

being asked to answer 

questions about his 

disability when he 

encounters other children, 

when what he really wants 

to do is just join in and play 

without interrogation. The 

story tackles a difficult topic 

in a manner that is both 

funny and moving, and this 

is wonderfully supported by 

the illustrations by Karen 

George. 

EYFS 

 

My Magic 

Family 

 

Lotte Jeffs 

 & Sharon Davey 

 

There are billions of families, 

a million ways to be. But in 

my magic family it's 

Mummy, Mum and me! 

Let's tell our family stories - 

fantastical and true - and 

we'll find out who's who to 

me, and who is who to 

you... In this celebratory, 

reassuring rhyming story a 

little girl with two mummies 

shares the magic of her 

family and discovers how 

magic all her friends' 

families are too. This is a 

EYFS 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/what-happened-to-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/what-happened-to-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/what-happened-to-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/my-magic-family/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/my-magic-family/
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warm, funny read-aloud 

that's perfect for opening 

up conversations about 

different families in a 

playful, creative way. 

 

Is That Your 

Mama? 

Patrice Lawrence 

 & Diane Ewen 

 

A beautiful, moving 

celebration of what it truly 

means to be family, from 

the brilliant new picture 

book duo Patrice 

Lawrence and Diane 

Ewen.Every family is 

different. Every family is 

special.Josie loves her 

family. Her mum, dad, 

brothers and sister - they're 

all the best and they all 

look different.But people 

always seem to ask Josie "Is 

that YOUR mama?", and 

soon she starts to wonder if 

her family are actually 

supposed to look the 

same.When Josie shares 

her worries with her family, 

they find a way to help her 

see what truly matters. 

EYFS 

 

My Daddies Gareth Peter 

 & Garry Parsons 

 

A funny, heartfelt picture-

book celebrating same-sex 

parents and shared story 

time, perfect for 

introducing children to the 

different kinds of family in 

the world today. Set off on 

a series of incredible 

adventures with an 

adorable family as the 

stories they read burst into 

colourful life. Battle 

dragons, dodge deadly 

dinosaurs, zoom to the 

moon and explore the 

world in a hot air balloon, 

before winding down in a 

wonderfully cosy bedtime 

ending. 

EYFS 
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It’s a No-

Money Day 

 

Kate Milner Mum works really hard, but 

today there is no money 

left and no food in the 

cupboards. Forced to visit 

the local foodbank, Mum 

feels ashamed that they 

have to rely on the kindness 

of others, but her young 

daughter can still see all 

the good in her day like 

reading and drawing, and 

even the foodbank. Maybe 

one day things will be 

different but for now 

together they brighten up 

even the darkest of days. A 

moving insight into the sad 

rise and necessity of 

foodbanks from the 

perspective of society's 

most vulnerable, and an 

essential book to help 

develop empathy in 

younger readers. 

EYFS 

 

Freddie and 

the Fairy 

 

Julia Donaldson 

 & Karen George 

 

Written by Julia Donaldson, 

the author of The Gruffalo , 

and illustrated by Karen 

George, Freddie and the 

Fairy is a delightfully witty, 

rhyming tale. Freddie wants 

nothing more than a pet, 

so when the fairy Bessie-

Belle offers to grant his 

wishes, he knows just what 

to ask for. But Bessie-Belle 

can't hear very well and 

Freddie tends to mumble, 

which means the wishes 

aren't turning out as 

planned! Whatever can 

they do? Luckily the Fairy 

Queen is on hand to help. 

EYFS 

 

Specs for Rex 

 

Yasmeen Ismail Rex has new glasses and 

he HATES them! He does 

NOT want to wear them to 

school, and he tries to hide 

them - in the strangest 

places! But it's pretty tricky 

hiding specs that are so 

big, and round and RED . . . 

It's funny how things turn 

EYFS 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/its-a-no-money-day/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/its-a-no-money-day/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/freddie-and-the-fairy/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/freddie-and-the-fairy/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/specs-for-rex/
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out, though, because Rex's 

specs end up winning him 

a gold star, and a new 

friend. Even better, he can 

SEE properly. A beautifully 

illustrated and charming 

story about the positive 

effects of being, well, 

maybe just a little different. 

 

Can Bears Ski? 

 

Raymond Antrobus 

 & Polly Dunbar 

 

Boy Bear cannot hear Dad 

Bear coming to wake him 

up in the morning but he 

can feel the floor vibrate 

with his heavy footsteps . 

He can only grasp little bits 

of what his teacher says to 

him at school. He cannot 

catch what his friends are 

laughing at. And, all the 

time, Boy Bear keeps 

hearing the question, "Can 

Bears ski?" What does it 

mean? With the support of 

Dad Bear, Boy Bear visits an 

audiologist and, eventually, 

he gets hearing aids. 

Suddenly, he understands 

the question everyone has 

been asking him: "CAN 

YOU HEAR ME?"  

EYFS 

 

Talking is Not 

My Thing 

 

Rose Robbins The autistic sister in this 

sibling pair is non verbal, 

but she finds plenty of ways 

to communicate and have 

fun with her brother. 

Although she can't talk, this 

little girl understands 

everything, and has plenty 

to say, and lots of ideas. 

Through body language, 

drawing pictures, making 

gestures or using flash 

cards, she is able to 

contribute to their life 

together. Her brother and 

granny are able to 

understand her whether 

she needs help or is helping 

them! 

EYFS 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/can-bears-ski/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/talking-is-not-my-thing/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/talking-is-not-my-thing/
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Amanda 

Gorman 

 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 & Queenbe Monyei 

 

In this book from the 

critically acclaimed, 

multimillion-copy bestselling 

Little People, BIG DREAMS 

series, discover the 

incredible life of Amanda 

Gorman, America's 

astounding young poet 

and activist. From an early 

age, Little Amanda read 

everything she could get 

her hands on , from books 

to cereal boxes. Growing 

up with an auditory 

processing disorder and a 

speech impediment, 

Amanda had to work hard, 

but ultimately she took 

great strength from her 

experiences . After hearing 

her teacher read aloud to 

the class, she knew that she 

wanted to become a poet, 

and nothing would stand in 

her way. At the age of 19, 

she became America's first-

ever National Youth Poet 

Laureate. And, after 

performing her inspiring 

poem 'The Hill We Climb' at 

the Presidential 

Inauguration in January 

2021 , she became an icon 

across the world .  

EYFS 

 

The Perfect Fit 

 

Naomi Jones 

 & James Jones 

 

No matter how hard she 

tries, Triangle doesn't roll like 

the circles, or stack like the 

squares...so she sets off to 

find friends that look 

exactly like her. But when 

she finds the other triangles, 

playtime isn't as fun. She 

misses the shapes that roll 

and stack; she misses being 

different. So she starts a 

new quest, one that gets all 

of the different shapes 

playing and having fun 

together! 

EYFS 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amanda-gorman/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amanda-gorman/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-perfect-fit/
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A World for 

Me and You 

 

Uju Asika 

 & Jennie Poh 

 

In this uplifting picture 

book, you imagine a world 

where everyone looks 

identical, where all food 

tastes the same, where we 

all speak the same 

language. A world that 

is...well, pretty boring. But 

with an explosion of colour, 

the pages soon come to 

life. This joyful picture book 

encourages children to 

imagine the world as a vast 

library, with room on the 

shelves for everybody's 

story. It is a celebration of 

our incredibly diverse world 

as it really is: home to 195 

countries with thousands of 

different cultures, 10 million 

colours and 4,300 religions. 

EYFS 
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